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SUBJECT: NEW BRITISH AMBASSADOR TO THE NETHERLANDS 

REF: THE HAGUE 1303 

1 . SYKES IS AN EXPERIENCED DIPLOMAT WHO HAS BEEN SERVING 
AS A DEPUTY UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE AT THE FCO. BORN 
1920. EDUCATED AT WELLINGTON COLLEGE & CHRIST CHURCH, 

OXFORD. MILITARY SERVICE 1940-1946; MAJOR; CROIX DE 
GUERRE, 1945. ENTERED FOREIGN SERVICE 1947. MARRIED 

ANN GEORGINA FISHER; THREE CHILDREN. KNIGHTED JAN. 1977. 

2. SYKES' FOREIGN SERVICE APPOINTMENTS INCLUDE NANKING 
(1948-1950), PEKING (1950-1952), BRUSSELS (1956-1959), 

SANTIAGO (1959-1962) HAVANA (AMBASSADOR 1970-1972), AND 
WASHINGTON (MINISTER 1972-1975). AS AMBASSADOR TO CUBA, 

SYKES WAS AN IMPORTANT SOURCE OF INFORMATION TO US ON IN- 
TERNAL POLITICAL DEVELOPMENTS. AS MINISTER IN WASHINGTON 
HE DEVELOPED A WIDE RANGE OF AMERICAN CONTACTS WHICH HE 
HAS MAINTAINED IN HIS PRESENT ASSIGNMENT AT THE FCO. AS 
DEPUTY UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE HE HAS HELD SUPERVISORY 
RESPONSIBILITY FOR NORTH AMERICAN AFFAIRS, ARMS CONTROL & 
DISARMAMENT, AND DEFENSE AFFAIRS. AT THE SAME TIME HE 
HAS HELD THE CHAIRMANSHIP OF THE JOINT INTELLIGENCE 
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COMMITTEE. SYKES HAS A GOOD POL-MIL BACKGROUND AND 
SERVED AS HEAD OF THE DEFENSE POLICY SECTION OF THE FCO 
FROM 1968-1970. 

3. SYKES COMES FROM A MILITARY BACKGROUND AND CAN BE 
SAID TO HAVE A MILITARY BEARING AND OUTLOOK. HE HAS BEEN 
FRIENDLY AND COOPERATIVE IN HIS DEALINGS WITH THE 
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EMBASSY, THOUGH BY NATURE HE IS RESERVED AND OPERATES "BY 
THE BOOK" IN DEALINQ WITH FOREIGNERS. HE DOES NOT IN- 
DULGE IN SPECULATION WHEN DISCUSSING ISSUES, AND IS NOT 
KNOWN AS A PARTICULARLY CANDID SOURCE OF INFORMATION. HE 
IS CONSIDERED INTELLIGENT, BUT NOT NOTABLY FLEXIBLE OR 
IMAGINATIVE. 
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